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Sept/Oct 1988 


= CURRENT DX ACTIVITY = 


Thanks to QRZ DX, The ARRL DX Bull- 
etin, and various CDXA members. 


Don’t forget the CQWW Dx SSB week-— 
end; October 26-38. Some stations 
to look out for include AHOB; on 
all bands, FGSDX, J6LAH, P4OR, 
VP@ET; and YBOARA. We also received 
a special announcement from P4gv, 
a group of DXers who are trying 

to top the all-time multiap record 
from Aruba. They are offering a 
“handsome certificate" for those 
stations who work them on at least 
four bands.. 


Latest word is that the 4W exped- 
ion has indeed been cancelled. 
VK9YG, Cocos Keeling, will be active 
during October 18-Nov 1. He may 
sign AX9YG during the contest. 

A3SOE or ASSEM will be active 
October 18-19, 


FRSDX is back on 160 meters - try 
1827 at @215Z. WAIGIL will be 

on from Franz Josef Land for two 
years beginning this October - QSL 
direct only toa Gennady Kolmakovs 
Box 341, 644999 Omsk, USSR; with 
SAE and 2 IRCs. 


KC6YW and KC6MZ will operate from 
Palau (Western Caroline Islands) 
November 4-6. RAGAD/ITS will be 
active from Mongolia for 2 years 
beginning around the first of 
November, and will be active on all 
bands with emphasis on the low 
bands. 


3WEDS (on SSS) and 3WBECW (CW) will 
be active October 21 through the 
end of November, and will operate | 
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18 through 168 meters, 24 hours a 
day! KC4&NS, KC46YW, and KC6MZ will 
Operate from the Eastern Carolines 
November 4-63 on 16@ through 6 
meters, including 30 meters. 


Baldur, DJ6SI, is planning an oper- 
ation from Niger to run from October 
24 through November 6 - a call has 
mot yet been assigned, but he has the 
license. 


VP&SBRR has been active from South H 
Georgia on the INDEXA net, 14236. \ 
1A@KM was worked on 14193 at 0130. 
He is also expected to be active 
December 20-22. 


If you haven’t heard how good Ten 
Meters has been, you have missed 
some realy great DX. A few examples, 
worked from the Charlotte area, 

low power, and less than great 
antennas: VS6UP on 28929 at 99312, 
BY4RB on 28928 at 00422, YBODPO on 
28932 at 99482, and BVEDA on 28910 
at 23562. While all this was going 
on, the low banders were calling 

out good stuff on 48 and even 8d 
meters. And it seems like just 
yesterday we were talking about 
being in the DX pits. i 


FTSZB was reported on 160 meters, 
1831 at 92492. PY@FF on 3798 at 
2562. 6W70G on 71463 at 6392, and 
FT@XE on 7919 at 6123. YC3XDH on 
7@@8 at 11542. 


CONTEST SCORES 


Each member should plan to contribute 
some points to the club score for the 
CQWW SSB and CW weekends! Every 
little bit helps - show no mercy and 
have fun! 


—— 


EDITORS NOTE 


Please note that this issue is a 
combined Sept/October newsletter. 
Sorry about that, but business needs 
have interfered with the writtings 
typings printing, folding, stapling, 
licking stamps; and mailing of this 
Tag... 


DX NEEDS 


In the last newsletter, I suggested 
that members send in their need 
lists for DXxCC, and there was one 
response (that’s pretty good!). 
Dick, W4UW, in Winston-Salem, would 
be glad to accept an collect call 
(919-765-4697) at any time for the 
following PHONE prefixes: 


Bhutan 

Un. Arab Em. 
Mozambique 
Tromelin 
Bangladesh 
Christmas Is 
Mellish Reef 
So. Georgia 


Laos 

Burma 

Albania 
Spratly Is 
Vietnam 
Bouvet 

Yemen 

Dem Rep Yemen 


puts Dick at 302 for Phone, 
not too fat fram the honer role. 
If you hear any of these, after 
you have called K@SD, give Dick 
a call.... 


ROANOKE DIVISION ELECTION 


Don’t forget to return your ARRL 


ballot! John Kanode, N4&MM, is 
running for Director, and is well- 
known to DXers as a person inter- 
ested in Dxing. John has served 
as Assistant director 1974-1989, 
and as Vice-Director 19681-1988. 

He managed the W4/K4/N4 QSL bureau 
from 1974-1979, served on the ARRL 
DX Advisory Committee from 1976 to 
1989, and was ARRL Board of Direct- 
ors liaison to the DXAC from 1981 
to 1987. He is presently serving 
ARRL Board liaison to the Contest 
Advisory Committtee. 


John’s list 
quite long, 
on the side 
for him and 


of qualifications is 
and he is certainly 

of Dxers. I am voting 
hope you will too. K2SD 


ROTUMA 


The following information comes from 
Rusty Epps, W&0AT: : 


On September 9, K3NA filed petitions 
with the DX Advisory Committee and 
the ARRL Awards Committee to create 
the new DXCC country of Rotuma. 
Rotuma is a small island group con- 
taining nine islands; surrounded by 
a barrier reef, and located at about 
177.12 degrees east longitude by 

12.5 degrees south lattitude. Rotuma 
is part of the territory administered 
by Fiji and is located approximately 
286 statute miles north northwest of 
the “parent” Fijian island group. 

The open water seperation forms the 
basis of the application for separate 
DXCC country status under rule 2(a) 
of the DXxCC rules adopted by the 
ARRL Board of Directors on January 
23, 1988. 


That this petition seeks country 
status under rule @(a) of the new 
rules is significant because Rotuma 
clearly did not qualify for separate 
status under the DXCC rules prior to 
January, 1988. The old rules made 

a distinction between “mainland” 
nations and "island" nations. An 
island could count as a separate 
country if there was more than 225 
miles of open water between it and 
its "mainland" parent, but 50@ miles 
of water was required between an 
island and its “island" parent. The 
wording of the new rules attempted 

to eliminate this seemingly pointless 
distinction between whether the 
parent DXCC country is on a contin- 
ental mainland or 1s itself an island 
nation (such as Fiji). New rule 

@(a) requires only that the island 
(i.e., Rotuma) has at least 225 miles 
of open water between itself and 

its “parent” DXCC country (Fijids 

and that the parent exists as a DXCC 
country under the Government criteria 
of Rule 1 (and Fiji does meet this 
criteriad. 

When John Lindholm, the ARRL Comm- 
unications manager, announced the 
new wording of the DXCC rules in the 
January, 1986; issue of QST magazine, 


he stated that the new wording had 
been arrived at only after an 
exhaustive multi-year study by the 
DxXAC and that the new wording was 
not intended to make any substant- 
ive changes to the DXCC program. 
K3NA’s petition thus presents the 
ARRL with something of a dilemma 
because a literal reading of the 
new DXCC rules clearly mandates that 
Rotuma should qualify as a separate 
DXCC country. Therefore, either 
the “exhasutive multi-year" study 
of the DXAC was wrong and the rules 
must again be rewritten or else the 
new wording did introduce substant-—- 
ive changes. 


Concurrently with the petition, 
K3NA announced plans for a Rotuma 
DxXpedition by himself, KN3T; VKSEXX, 
and W6SZN for October 22 through 
November 5. They expect to operate 
two stations on SSB and CW on all 
HF bands. The timing of this 
expedition is dictated by the terms 
of the operators’ invitation to 
visit Rotuma. Normally visits to 
this island are discogrcaged because 
there: are ne accomoda Apos for, 
tourists. However, XK has. 
family relatives livffag on the 
island who have agre t@ provide 
shelter for the operaters during 
this particular time period. 
Although the operators would have 
preferred to await OXAC action on 
their petition before undertaking 
such an expecition, they decided it 
was better to go now than later 
because of the generally unstable 
political climate in Fiji. They 
might not be able to get an invit- 
ation for a later date, 


The DxXpedition has sought, and been 
granted, substantial financial 
assistance from the Northern Calif- 
ornia DX Foundation. Admittedly 
the grant is somewhat risky in view 
of the fact that Rotuma has not yet 
been certified as a “new one". 
However, the NCDXF Trustees believe 
that the potential benefit to the 
DXCC program itself is sufficiently 
great to justify the risks for if 
Rotuma counts there will be a dozen 
or so other islands that also should 


a 
qualify for new country status under 
the same rationale. The Foundation 
Trustees believe that the activity 
sure to result if the, DXAC accepts 
Rotuma for credit is just the shot 
in the arm which the DXCC program 
now needs. Certainly it will keep 
the bands alive with activity for 
the next five years or so! 


ae | 


FOR SALE 


MFI 1278 with latest update and 
cables for VIC-2@ or C-&6&4 with 
program. $180.98 plus shipping. 
Contact David Misenheimer, KB4FQ. 


David is also looking for a station 
East of Charlotte he could digipeat 
through on 145.69. 


ARRL PROPAGATION BULLETIN NR 49 


October 3, 1988 
September, with a solar flux average 
of 152.3, was the third month ina 


row above 15@. despite a dive from 
189 to 114 in the first 18 days. 
From that low, the flux rose, grad— 
ually at first, and then rocketed 
to 188 by the 23rd. Something new 
for this cvcle, the flux was above 
178 for eleven consecutive days, 
reaching a cycle 22 high of 195 an 
October 2. Still higher readings 
are likely, as the flux line for the 
past few days is almost vertical. 


The higher flux triggered a major 
change in the 16 meter band, which 
is now close to worldwide coverage. 
Our clock shows 820@ UTC as this is 
being written, and two Australian 
beacons have just disappeared, after 
having been in for many hours. West 
coast areas and KL7s are still strong 
here on the Gulf coast of Florida. 
Beacons in Europe and Africa were in 
solidly all day and until well after 
local sunset. 


Prospects for later this month and 
for November look very good. The 

15 and 2@ meter bands are active 
almost around the clock on the better 
nights, and competition is not 
troublesome in the small hours of the 
morning local time. 


RIP 


We are saddened to report the demise 
of KGPIG and O1NK; who were consumed 
at the annual CDXA barbecue. A 
great time was had by all, and 
Wayne; KU4SV once again outdid him- 
self as head cock! Special thanks 
to Gary, K4MQG, and Carol; KASWUR 
for hosting the event - we had about 
5® attendees, including Lars; 
SMOCCM, who traveled all the way 
from Sweden to attend. 


PACKET UPDATE 


We are seeing up to 69 users on the 
system on weekends; ands, with the 
super conditions, DX spotting 
activity is at an all-time high. 
The entire screen is filling up with 
real nice DX, especially on 10 
meters. It has even snagged a few 
all-time new DXCC countries for 

your editor. 


The club members who have spent lots 
of their hard-earned money on this 

network have asked all users. fo ‘ 
donate as much as possible to help 
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With 


with the cost of this system. 
thunderstorm damages equipment 
purchase, etc., the value of the 
system has reached many thousands 

of dollars. The suggested contribut- 
is $58. Please mail your check to 
Bill Jennings, W4UNP, 630 Whitepine 
Drive, Catawba, SC 29704. Note that 
this request is for packetcluster 
users only — this is not a general 
Club solicitation, although all 
contributions are welcome. In fact; 
we may decide to have a pledge drive, 
a la Public Radio, and stay on the 
air until we reach our goal. In 
order to prevent such a corruption 
of 147.18, send your contribution 

in at once! 


WINTER CDXA MEETING 


For your information, our December 
CDXA meeting will be held in Rock 
Hill; SC at Rick Porter’s, AA4SC, 
restaurant. The date will be 

announced next month, so mark it’ 
on your calendar now..seoveee 
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Ken Boyd 
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